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Daniel Ames (R)
Residence: Cambridge
Education: Associates in Applied Science,

Registered Nurse
Occupation: Registered Nurse (RN)
The state of Illinois has been run poorly for a

long time. This gives Illinois and Henry County
citizens unnecessary concerns and challenges
when compared to other areas of our country.
Henry County should not be run this way.
Government should be kept small allowing people
to be able to run their own affairs. We need to
keep Henry County an attractive place for
businesses and families. The residents of Henry
County should be provided with the critical
services they need without unnecessary waste.
We are here to serve the wants and needs of
those who live here and to spend their money
responsibly. Having a balanced budget is an important part of doing that. My time on
the board has been dedicated to serving these principles, and I would be honored to
have your vote to continue to serve these principles in the coming years. 
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Kelli Parsons (R)
Residence: Kewanee
Education:  A.S. Black Hawk East, B.S. WIU,

M.S. WIU and U of I, DOSE Illinois State
Occupation:  Special Education Coordinator

for BMP Tri-County Special Education
Cooperative

The key issues in Henry County are continuing
to balance the budget and promoting continued,
positive, communications with all elected officials
and department heads.  It is imperative that the
general fund be balanced as the result of fiscally
responsible practices, not due to an increase in
property taxes.  Positive communications
between all committees of the board and the
elected officials and department heads can
ensure continued collaboration in reaching a
balanced budget.
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Lynn Sutton (R)
Residence: Kewanee
Education:  AS Mechanical Technology
Occupation: Mechanical Engineering
The primary focus of the county board must be

to sustain a zero deficit budget while maintaining
expected levels of services to county residents.
An important facet of this is to stimulate economic
growth within the county to provide more better
paying jobs to county residents which will in turn
increase county revenues.
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Martin M. Ryan (D)
Residence:  Kewanee 
Education:  BA- Sociology, Eastern Illinois

University; BS- Electronics Engineering
Technology, Hamilton Tech College, Davenport
Iowa; 
Occupation: Retired From Caterpillar, Inc.
1. Enabling the public safety tax passed by the

Henry County citizens in the March, 2018
election; 2. Investment in more public
transportations (public transit) routes and
improving the railroads; 3. More multi-use trails
and improve multi-use trails in county (for
walking, biking, running and paddling, etc.); 4.
More widespread infrastructure to charge and support electric vehicles.; 5. Reduce
nutrient pollution.
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John M. Sovanski (D)
Residence:  Kewanee
Education: Kewanee High School – 1966; Black

Hawk & Black Hawk East
Occupation:  Retired from Boswell’s Dist. (39

years)
We must maintain a balanced budget and watch

the cost of our expenses.  Give our employees a
fair and competitive wage.  Always keep looking for
new business to come into our county, and
maintain our existing businesses.  Work together
with other board members and try to make smart
decisions.  Be dedicated to the task at hand (18
years on the board and only missed 1 meeting).
Thank You for your support.
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Alan Wendt (D)
Residence:  Alpha
Education: Bachelor of Arts, English, Saint

Ambrose University; Master of Business Administration,
Supply Chain Management, Ashford University
Occupation: Material Flow Analyst at John Deere

Seeding Moline
Creating and maintaining a General Fund surplus

without cutting services is a key issue that affects all
residents of Henry County. Making budget cuts in any
department is tough, but the first on the chopping block are
usually economic development and tourism, which only
make it that more difficult to retain and attract new
residents to our communities. Recruiting volunteers with
skills in finance, website design, and businesses
management a few hours a month would be a start, but it
shouldn’t become the standard. Our municipalities should
also be promoting new or unconventional agricultural
techniques to entice potential small-farm owners who
aren’t living in Henry County, instead of arguing about whether a hobby or part-time farmer
should be considered a farm for tax purposes—one part-time farmer who owns 5 acres still
pays more in taxes than the fifteen that decided not to move into our County.
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Ruth Kapacinskas (D)
Residence:  Kewanee
Education:  Master’s degree in Library &

Information Science, Bachelor’s degree in
Elementary Education. Both from University of
Illinois – CU
Occupation:  School District Librarian at

KCUD 229
I believe one key issue in Henry County and in

District 2 is promoting what we have to offer, such
as our high-quality schools, our support of public
safety, and our contribution to renewable energy.
I also believe another key issue is fostering the
growth of our middle class since low wages can
contribute to many other problems.  I look forward
to working together with the community and other
board members to find solutions to problems and
to deliver our tax-dollar supported government
services as efficiently as possible.
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Marshall Jones (R) 
Residence: Kewanee
Education:  Some college, in the process of

completing Bachelor of Science in Computer Information
Systems
Occupation: Manager Verizon Communications – Retired
The key drivers affecting our county are financial stability,

economic development, and public safety.  In years past we
in Henry County were blessed with a large contingency fund
which enabled us to continue operations even if we overran
our budget. We no longer have that luxury. As a result, for
fiscal years 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 we committed to zero
deficit budgets, to live within our means. Economic
development is also important and we’ve partnered with
local governments throughout the county to spur business
retainment and growth.  Public safety is a third key issue;
having adequate patrol and correction officers, building up
our communications infrastructure, improvement in the
counties Office of Emergency Management, and providing
training and equipment for our first responders is vital. We hope for the best but we prepare for the
worst possible scenarios and take effective action when they occur.
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Jan May (D)
Residence:  Kewanee
Education:  Graduate Kewanee High School, BA -

Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa, MA- University of Illinois
Occupation: High School teacher, taught German and

World History from 1971-2007.  Retired in 2005, but have
never left.  Still teaching and substitute teaching at
Kewanee High School.

There are many challenges and important decisions to be
made in Henry County in the next few years. Maintaining a
balanced budget is crucial and is the goal of the present county
board.  This requires teamwork.  Two very important positions
for the county could be hired soon. Both the Henry County
Economic Development Director and the Henry County Board
Administrator will have a profound impact on the county.
Currently Hillcrest Home is expanding with a Physical Therapy and Activities Room addition. I
have been part of the planning and saving for this dream for the last 3-4 years.  I would like to
see this project to completion. I believe in giving back to my community through service.  Being
a member of the county board allows me to do that.
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Ned Richardson (R)
Residence: Galva
Education: Graduated from Orion High School, BS

and MS from Illinois State University 
Occupation:  Real Estate Agent with Re/Max Elite

Homes and part time farmer, past full time farmer, past
farm and industrial equipment salesman, past teacher of
Vocational Agriculture

Operating budgets are the primary concern of nearly
every taxing body.  I’d be very nieve to say that we can slash
taxes and spending but we do need to pay attention to what
we can and are able to do.  A balanced budget is imperative
with actual income to offset expenses.  I’m not pointing at
any taxing body when I make these remarks.  And
eliminating taxing bodies isn’t a right answer either.  Many are set up for a specific purpose,serve
a limited population and taxes are only assessed and collected from the people they serve.  Most
are very efficient in doing what they are set up to do.
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